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Allocation isn't energization. In both provinces, the first gate for a large load is getting
allocated capacity, not buying energy. Clearing that gate starts a second clock: studies,
equipment and construction before power flows.

Right now both gates are in flux. BC's 2026 Call for Demand results are waiting on the
government transition after the October 24 election. Alberta's bring-your-own-generation
process is not yet final.

Two routes to power

BC asks developers to accept grid terms, including uncompensated curtailment. Alberta
asks them to bring their own supply. Neither route has a settled answer this fall.

BC vs Alberta · route, commitments, status

Large-Load Power Access in BC and Alberta

Page 1 of 3

https://yingxuechen.com/


Allocation isn't energization

An allocation letter is the start, not the finish. The schedule after it is set by studies, long-
lead equipment and construction, and BC's terms put a hard date on it.

Where execution risk sits
Assessment, not a forecast. "Higher" means more ways for the schedule to slip.

Signals to watch
BC: whether the new government releases Call for Demand results as designed, or
reopens the process.

allocation to energization · 5 stages

Risk BC Alberta Why

Rule certainty
today

Medium Higher BC's process exists but results wait on
a new government. Alberta's BYOG
process and regulation are not final.

Contracts that
must hold

Lower Higher BC is grid supply under a tariff. Alberta
adds generation or offtake, plus
permits.

Operating
constraint

Higher Depends on
design

BC requires uncompensated
curtailment, at least 144 hours a year. In
Alberta, availability depends on the
project's own generation.
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Alberta: publication of the data centre regulation under Bill 8, then the AESO's final
BYOG process and intake date.

Both: who absorbs curtailment in tenant contracts: backup, storage, contract terms or
price.

Supply chain: whether developers reserve equipment capacity before they hold an
allocation.

Sources
BC Hydro 2026 Call for Demand, Request for Applications

BC Hydro: Emerging industries connections (status page)

AESO Engage: Phase 2A Large Load Integration

Connect CRE: Alberta government to offer incentives for self-powered data centres

2026 British Columbia general election

Get Energy: Alberta Energy Market Report, October 12–18, 2026
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https://app.bchydro.com/content/dam/BCHydro/customer-portal/documents/accounts-billing/electrical-connections/2026-cfd-request-for-applications.pdf
https://app.bchydro.com/accounts-billing/electrical-connections/large-load/emerging-industries-connections.html
https://aesoengage.aeso.ca/pre-engagement-phase-ii-large-load-integration
https://www.connectcre.ca/stories/alberta-government-to-offer-incentives-for-self-powered-data-centres/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2026_British_Columbia_general_election
https://getenergy.ca/alberta-energy-market-report-october-19-2026/

	Large-Load Power Access in BC and Alberta
	Two routes to power
	Allocation isn't energization
	Where execution risk sits
	Signals to watch
	Sources


